Legislative Corner

Kay Ball, PhD, RN, CNOR, FAAN


Becky Patton, RN, MSN, CNOR, ANA President, was invited to represent the nursing community at the signing of the health care reform bill.  Here is a note Becky sent to me and others as she remembered that very special day.

Hello everyone...here is a piece of history that I borrowed from White House Web site.  
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ANA was invited to participate today at the Bill signing celebration.  We were also honored to have a seat reserved in the front row.  Cabinet Secretaries and Member of Congress were in the second and third row with distinguished guests behind them.  

 
While I have enjoyed many opportunities to represent ANA and our profession, today was one of the most emotional days I have experienced as ANA president.  As President Obama spoke, I heard his words and remembered ANA during the Clinton Reform days....so close but not able to get the votes.  With tears, I remember the conversations with ANA past presidents and their efforts to have the HC reform debate....close but not able to get the votes despite the effort and need.  With even more tears, I thought of all the personal experiences and those reported to me where our health care system failed ...... but not able to get the votes.  It now can be different.  

 
Today we witnessed enough votes as Obama signed into law a bill that WE had tremendous responsibility for.  We were there first and at the end when others could not or would not publicly support reform.  All of the White House Staff and Secretary HHS hugged and thanked me.  I wish all of you and the ANA staff could have been a part of a group hug.  All of them thanked us for our unending support for reform.  In their minds, it made the difference in getting it supported and passed.

 
One last thing that you will appreciate knowing the beginning of this...... When President Obama shook my hand, I commented "it's time for the Republicans to buck it up with reform".....he smiled broadly and said something like “Becky, you're right.”   He remembered a private conversation he and I had.    

 
We have more work ahead.  Thanks to all and special thanks to all ANA staff who consistently support our mission whether it is on the Hill, in CNPE, or answering the phones or making sure our message is communicated or posted ...all play vital role.

  

Rebecca M. Patton, R.N., MSN, CNOR
ANA President

