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At the writing of this Legislative Corner, tomorrow (Feb 25th) the Republicans and Democrats will meet at Blair House on Pennsylvania Avenue, to engage in conversations that will attempt to blend provisions from the current legislation in the House and Senate with differing opinions from many political leaders. In advance of Thursday’s bipartisan White House summit, President Barack Obama unveiled a $950 billion health care reform proposal.  The President’s proposal puts American families and small business owners in control of their own health care.  Here are some of the highlights:

· It makes insurance more affordable by providing the largest middle class tax cut for health care in history.  This will assist over 31 million Americans in affording health care.

· It creates a new competitive health insurance market (that offers millions of Americans the exact same insurance choices that members of Congress have). 

· It lays out commonsense rules to keep premiums down and prevent insurance industry abuses and care denial.

· It ends discrimination against Americans with pre-existing conditions. 

· It bridges the gap between the House and Senate bills, and puts our budget and economy on a more stable path by reducing the deficit by $100 billion over the next ten years (provisions to cut government overspending and waste, fraud, and abuse).

· It proposes changes to the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (Senate insurance reform bill and highlights policies from the House-passed bill along with the President’s priorities.

· Provides significant additional Federal funding to all states for the expansion of Medicaid.

· Closes the Medicare prescription drug “donut hole” coverage gap.

· Proposes provisions to make insurance affordable for individuals and families.

· Creates a new Health Insurance Rate Authority for provide Federal assistance and oversight to States experiencing unreasonable rate increases and unfair practices of insurance plans.

Stay tuned for the outcomes of this powerful and critical meeting!

