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Post-Election Comments & Activities
We are now entering into a new era of state government since the 2010 elections have changed the face of the Legislative and Executive branches of Ohio government.  The Republicans had a clear win for the four top positions in Ohio with John Kasich as Governor (beating incumbent Governor Ted Strickland), Mike DeWine as Attorney-General (beating incumbent Richard Cordray), John Husted as Secretary of State, and Josh Mandel as Treasurer (beating incumbent Treasurer Kevin Boyce).
The Republicans will rule the next General Assembly after being sworn in during the month of January.  Right now the lame duck session of the current General Assembly is almost nonexistent with not much activity to pass introduced legislation.  When the Ohio House convenes in January, almost one-third of the members will be freshman legislators.  In the Senate at least 10 of the 33 Senate members will be new.  As Governor-elect carefully makes his cabinet appointments, there’s a chance some of the seasoned legislators will leave the General Assembly to fill these key positions.  The caucuses will be busy trying to fill these vacancies.
Elections have been held for the next leaders of the House and Senate beginning in January.  The nursing community is very eager to work closely with these members to pass pertinent healthcare legislation.  Here are the results of who will be on the leadership teams:
Ohio Senate:
· Senate President: Sen. Tom Niehaus (R-New Richmond)
· Senate President Pro-Tem: Sen. Keith Faber (R-Celina)
· Majority Floor Leader:  Sen. Jimmy Stewart (R-Albany)
· Majority Whip:  Sen. Shannon Jones (R-Springboro)

· Minority Leader:  Sen. Capri Cafaro (D-Hubbard)
· Assistant Minority Leader: Sen. Shirley Smith (D-Cleveland)
· Minority Whip: Sen. Jason Wilson (D-Columbiana)
· Minority Whip:  Sen.-elect Edna Brown (D-Toledo)

Ohio House:
· Speaker:  Rep. Bill Batchelder (R-Medina)
· Speaker Pro-Tem: Rep. Lou Blessing (R-Cincinnati)
· Majority Floor Leader: Rep. Matt Huffman (R-Lima), 
· Assistant Majority Floor Leader: Rep. Barbara Sears (R-Sylvania)
· Majority Whip: Rep. John Adams (R-Sidney)
· Assistant Majority Whip: Rep. Cheryl Grossman (R-Grove City)

· Minority Leader:  Rep. Armond Budish (D-Cleveland)
· Assistant Minority Leader: Rep. Matt Szollosi (D-Toledo)
· Minority Whip: Rep. Tracy Heard (D-Columbus)
· Assistant Minority Whip:  Rep. Debbie Phillips (D-Athens) 
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