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Healthcare Reform:  Are You Ready?


On Friday, August 14th, I attended an invitational round table discussion of healthcare reform issues for Ohioans.  I was honored to represent the MidOhio District Nurses Association and AORN of Central Ohio.  Other invited guests included representatives from the Ohio Hospital Association, Ohio Health, Ohio Association of Health Underwriters, Abbott Labs, Ohio Consumers for Health Coverage, Ohio Chamber of Commerce, Northwestern Mutual, Ohio Pharmacists Association, AARP, Ohio State Medical Association, and a few others.


In preparation for this meeting, I contacted the Ohio Nurses Association and the American Nurses Association to make sure I was representing the nursing community with what we want in a reformed healthcare environment.  Here are some talking points from the American Nurses Association:

· ANA remains committed to the principle health care is a basic human right and that all persons are entitled to ready access to affordable, quality health care services.  

· ANA   supports a restructured health care system that ensures universal access to a standard package of essential health care services for all individuals and families.   

· A health care system that is patient-centered, comprehensive, accessible, and delivers quality care for all is something that should not be a partisan or political issue. 


As nurses, we have seen first-hand the high prices and escalating costs of healthcare today.  Currently 2.4 trillion dollars are being spent every year on healthcare.  Changes in our healthcare system will ultimately lead to significant healthcare savings while, hopefully, improving the quality of care received.


ANA strongly supports a public health insurance plan option that assures patient choice is a reality and not an empty promise.  This type of plan would make healthcare affordable as it would generate needed positive competition in the insurance market while encouraging patient-centered, value-driven healthcare delivery.


The vital role of the nurse in a transformed healthcare system must be fully recognized.  The importance of Advanced Practice Nurses to deliver primary care and to authorize Nurse Practitioners to lead Medical Homes’ must be identified.  Commendations are given to the House and Senate for passing bills that bolster the nursing profession – particularly in the Title VII Nursing Workforce Development Programs.  Recognition also goes to Congress for addressing other issues for nurses including support for Nurse Practitioners to lead the Medical Home Model, creation of a Public Health Investment Fund to provide a more stable baselines of funding for Title VIII through 2019, updating advanced education nursing grants and nurse loan repayment and scholarship programs, and the recognition of Nurse Managed Health Centers that provide efficient, sensible, and cost-effective primary healthcare.


We have a long way to go to reach a consensus on healthcare reform but at least nursing now is playing a vital role in the debate on what our healthcare transformation will look like.  We, as nurses, must continue to monitor closely these changes to protect the future of the next generation.

