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Patient Abandonment


The following article was published by the Associated Press recently.

Nurse gets called out of surgery to get pink slip
Manager who summoned health worker violated protocol
 

The Associated Press - updated 2:38 p.m. CT, Wed., April 15, 2009
MADISON, Wis. - A nurse was called out of surgery so a manager could tell her she was being laid off. Dean Health said the surgery was minor and the patient wasn't affected, but the manager who summoned the nurse from surgery violated medical protocol. Dean Health spokesman Paul Pitas said the incident happened at Dean's West Clinic in Madison on Wednesday or Thursday. 

Pitas said there was a period of time in which a nurse wasn't present during the procedure. He said while there were other clinical staff present, the absence of a nurse is a violation of patient care procedures. 

The Madison-based health care provider announced Wednesday that it planned to "immediately" lay off 90 employees.  Pitas declined to name the employees involved or what type of surgery the nurse was attending when she was called away. 

URL: http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/30231451/

Alarming stories like this are surfacing on a regular basis now that the economy is suffering throughout the USA.  But the status of the economy is no excuse for unsafe patient care.  We must constantly be alert to unsafe practices and negligent behaviors that compromise the safety and quality of patient care in surgery.  


During the last general session of the Ohio House and Senate, we attempted to pass legislation requiring an RN Circulator for all surgical procedures.  This bill didn’t even move out of the House Health Committee.  Currently we are working with Senator Sue Morano (Democrat - Lorain) to sponsor a bill in the Senate to ensure the healthcare professional circulating a surgical procedure is a registered nurse.  During the summer, we hope to move this issue along.  We will keep everyone informed of the progress and when to contact your own Representative and Senator for support.   

