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The following information was taken from the AORN website so that you would understand more fully what priorities AORN is focused on for 2009.  

http://www.aorn.org/PublicPolicy/IssuesAndInitiatives/LegislativePriorities/
“The Association for PeriOperative Registered Nurses (AORN), through a robust grassroots network, promotes and responds to legislative issues that affect the practice of perioperative nursing and safety in the surgical environment. AORN grassroots members work collaboratively with health care colleagues, partners, and decision-makers to advance patient safety in all operative settings.” 
RN as Circulator:  AORN believes that every surgical patient deserves a perioperative registered nurse so any legislation is actively supported to ensure this practice.  There was a bill in the Ohio House of Representatives addressing this issue but did not move out of committee.  The perioperative nurses of Ohio, along with AORN, will again pursue this legislation in the near future.  . 

Preserving and Protecting the Perioperative Registered Nurse’s Scope of Practice: AORN is dedicated to preserving and protecting the Scope of Practice for the perioperative registered nurse, including the role of the RNFA.  AORN works with legislative and regulatory bodies to ensure appropriate language regarding education, certification, regulation, supervision, delegated nursing functions, roles, responsibilities, and duties are present in any legislative or regulatory piece.  AORN will continue to monitor, evaluate, and respond to any proposed legislative initiatives by allied health care professionals that may affect the perioperative nursing scope of practice and profession.

Supporting Workplace Safety and Patient Safety Initiatives:  The surgical environment must provide a safe workplace for all surgical team members.  AORN supports regulatory and legislative initiatives that create, monitor, and maintain a safe environment for both surgical team members and patients.  

Health Care Reform: AORN continues to actively participate in national discussions and debates on changes proposed for healthcare reform, especially concerning the perioperative registered nurse and patient safety issues.  AORN also collaborates with other organizations to advance positive health care changes but will not endorse specific candidates.

