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Unfair and Untrue Commercials:  
Trying to Convince the Public

Right now we’re being exposed to a lot of commercials that are trying to convince us one way or another about issues and candidates.  For example, Ohio will be facing the issue of whether to permit gambling in Ohio.  The proposed sites for the casinos in Ohio are Cleveland,   Toledo, Cincinnati and Columbus.  The one in Columbus would be located next to Nationwide Arena.  Many of the area businesses aren’t thrilled about this potential addition to their neighborhood.    Some of them have said that “Casinos suck money out of the local economy.”  But others have said that it will create “a good buzz around” this area.  The commercials have debated the loss or gain of jobs, but both sides have been equally represented.


On the other hand, a www.Moveon.org commercial funded by billionaire George Soros has presented a very negative view of Congressman Pat Tiberi.  They state he’s been caught “red-handed” receiving money from health care and insurance companies.  This is NOT a true statement!  In reality, these monies were campaign donations (not to him personally) that came from individuals (like nurses and doctors) and from Political Action Committees or PACs (including employees of hospitals, auto, home, health and life insurance companies).  These monies were donated by people who support Congressman Tiberi’s campaign and his leadership in helping to guide our nation.  So please stay informed so you can quickly identify a commercial that is totally biased and wrong.  Speak out against these malicious and very unprofessional attacks as you discuss them with your healthcare colleagues, friends and family.

I was privileged to be invited (as a nurse) to participate in a roundtable discussion last month conducted at the Congressman’s office.  Other participants included physicians, hospital administrators, insurance representatives, and others who have differing opinions about the focus on reforming our dysfunctional healthcare system.  The Congressman is an active listener to those involved with the debate, especially our patients.  He has had a very open mind and has agreed that we need healthcare reform NOW that is fair and reasonable.  He understands that the nursing community wants to move forward with a bill with a strong public option so that all Americans have the choice to access quality, affordable healthcare.  He is very interested in what his constituents have to say including personal experiences and problems with the current healthcare system.  As a nurse, please feel free to contact Congressman Tiberi’s campaign office at 614-895-0900 or other federal officials as we unite to discuss, debate, and then move our healthcare system into positive actions to benefit all.
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