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Smoke-Free Ohio Threatened


As you know, the citizens of Ohio spoke loudly when the Tobacco-Free Ohio issue was voted (November 7, 2006) in so that there would be no smoking in any public place in Ohio.  The proponents were thrilled that the health of Ohioans would be enhanced as smoking laws would minimize secondhand smoke in public places.  But let’s not celebrate too robustly today.  There are some Ohio Senators that would like to rescind this law or parts of it.  Senate Bill 346, introduced by Senator Robert Schuler-R, will exempt family-owned businesses and private clubs from this nonsmoking legislation.   


In 2007, the opponents to the smokefree laws tried to challenge this legislation in court but were defeated.  Now, opponents are at it again and they are trying to use the legislature to change what Ohioans have already voted for two years ago.  So please contact your state senator TODAY and let him/her know to support the will of the voters and VOTE NO on SB346.  To find your senators phone number, go to http://www.senate.state.oh.us/senators/.  Type in your zip code and click on your senator’s name.  This issue will only go away if we all speak loudly enough to protect the health of Ohioans.


SB346 has been assigned to the Health, Human Services, and Aging Committee for further review.  Early in December Senator Schuler gave sponsor testimony with nobody else offering testimony.  Right now it appears that the bill might not go anywhere until after the first of the year – however, that could change at any moment though.  If some of the forces decide to push the bill through quietly, then that could happen.  The opponents will continue to watch closely for any movement of this bill.


And here’s another surprise – On November 17, 2008, the Associated Press published an article entitled, “Reynolds American to sell dissolvable tobacco.”  Reynolds American is the nation’s second largest tobacco company.  They have chosen Columbus, OH; Indianapolis, IN; and Portland, OR, to introduce the latest smokeless tobacco products in mid to late January.  These products are Camel brand dissolvable tobacco products that come in fresh and mellow flavors.  Since smokers complain of fewer places to “light up,” these dissolvable strips, orbs, and sticks made from finely milled tobacco don’t require spitting or smoking.  They simply melt away.  These products will have a great appeal to children as they are flavored and are packaged like candy, thus easy to hide when going into a classroom.  Camel is also a brand that has become very popular with underage smokers, so the status of carrying a Camel product will encourage children to participate in using this dissolvable tobacco product.  Just beware and let the youngsters know not to be pulled into the spider web of Reynolds American. 
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