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Grassroots Challenge


The challenge is on!!!   I want to challenge every AORN of Central Ohio member who reads this newsletter (active or associate member, I don’t care) to become a grassroots advocate for legislative activities.  According to AORN, “ Grassroots is individuals coalescing around a specific issue using a common argument and/or message to achieve a common goal guided by a singular strategy.”  The AORN Government Affairs Dept coordinates the grassroots initiatives to promote AORN’s legislative agenda – which protects you as a perioperative nurse along with our surgical patients.  Direct communication between constituents and our decision-makers is the best way to influence public policy.  Through the AORN Government Affairs website, grassroots members can sign up, get involved with legislative activities, and find contact information for your own specific legislators.  


The National Legislative Committee has began a State Grassroots Challenge and the state that has the highest percentage of grassroots members on March 25, 2008, will be recognized at the 2008 Annual Congress Awards Reception (which is being held on March 29th at Congress).  Ohio currently has 1936 AORN members with only 131 grassroots advocates.  This represents 6.76% which is up from the 3.7% on August 31, 2007.  But this isn’t enough.  We need to work harder.  The other states grassroots membership percentages range from a low 1.47% in New Jersey to a very high 10.62% in West Virginia and a 10.55% in South Carolina.  Come on, we can do better than that.  Spread the word.  


According to the AORN website, “by signing up, AORN members agree to be contacted by State Legislative Coordinators or others on behalf of AORN, to participate in legislative initiatives, including:

1. Receiving updates regarding AORN legislative priorities and initiatives via email, letter and telephone 

2. Writing letters, contacting elected officials, and even appearing (schedules permitting) at lobby day and other lobbying events in your state 

3. Making telephone calls to your state legislators supporting AORN's public policy positions and initiatives 

4. Inviting lawmakers to your hospital or place of employment and to be a resource for them on OR and nursing issues”


Please join this exciting public policy initiative. Make sure you give your name, address (street, city, state, zip plus 4), telephone contact number, preferred email address, and State Chapter number in your affirmative response!  Send an e-mail to grassroots@aorn.org with the above information to join Ohio’s state's grassroots network today! Or you can print and complete the Grassroots Sign-Up Form (http://www.aorn.org/PublicPolicy/Grassroots/GrassrootsSignUp/) and mail it to The Department of Government Affairs (AORN, 2170 S Parker Rd, Suite 300, Denver, CO 80231).  Let’s all pull together to become a unified voice for Ohio!!!


