Legislative Corner

Kay Ball, RN, MSA, CNOR, FAAN

Do You Know Who Your State Representative or Senator Are?


Today’s healthcare arena is being explored, judged, changed, and sometimes negatively impacted by governing bodies in the state legislation.  Do you know who to contact if you feel your profession or patient care is being compromised by proposed legislation?  As a perioperative nurse and a voting American, it’s your duty to know who your state house of representatives member is along with your state senator.  Legislation usually moves very slowly but sometimes a rare push for an issue will force its way through both chambers and become a law without many people even knowing about it.  Read the newspapers, watch TV, listen to the radio, and talk to your colleagues for legislative activities concerning healthcare today.


If you don’t know who your state house of representative member is, then just go to http://www.house.state.oh.us/jsps/Representatives.jsp to find out.  For your state senator, visit http://www.senate.state.oh.us/senators to easily find out who represents you.  There are 99 House members and 33 Senators for the state of Ohio.  Since Ohio has term limits, the composition of the House and Senate is forever in flux.  Let your Representative and Senator know who you are and that you would like to help teach them about perioperative nursing and patient care issues.


Another way to stay in touch with what’s going on in the Ohio legislation is to attend the Ohio Council of periOperative Registered Nurses and Valleylab’s conference on Saturday, September 8, 2007, at the Deer Creek Resort and Conference Center in Mt. Sterling, Ohio.  We will be meeting with the Ohio Legislators to develop relationships with them and educate them about perioperative issues.  Also a CE program on legislative activities will be provided along with a ZAP Facts program that will offer 5.5 contact hours (for a mere $60).  I hope to see you there.  
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