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Meet the President of the Ohio Senate
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Senator Bill Harris, Republican from the 19th district (central Ohio) was elected to serve 4 more years in the Senate last November.  He has been a Senate member since August 2000 so he will be ineligible to run for another four-year term.  His previous elected experience was as an Ohio State Representative from 1994 to 1998.  Senator Harris is a longtime friend to the nursing community!

Senator Harris is a retired business owner (Bill Harris Dealerships, Inc.) in Ashland, Ohio.  He attended the University of Arizona in secondary education and graduated with honors.  He also is a retired U. S. Marines Corps Major.


Currently he serves as the President of the Senate, Vice Chair of the Reference Committee, Chair of the Rules Committee, and is a member of the Joint Legislative Ethics Committee and the Legislative Service Commission.  You can contact Senator Harris at the Statehouse, Room #201, Second Floor, Columbus, OH  43215, phone 614-466-8086, e-mail SD19@mailr.sen.state.oh.us.


As referenced on a legislative web site, “Members of the Ohio Senate are elected to serve 33 separate geographic areas of the state called "districts.” The boundaries of each district are determined according to population size. Each senator represents an equal number of constituents, about 330,000 people per district. For that reason, some senators from rural areas may represent districts which are geographically larger than more densely populated urban areas.”   As I mentioned before, Senator Harris’ district covers the northern part of Central Ohio, which includes a lot of our AORN of Central Ohio membership area.

“General elections for the Ohio Senate are held every two years, with half the members of the Senate elected each time. Senators are elected to four-year terms. The Ohio legislature is subject to term limits, restricting senators to two consecutive four-year terms. Republicans lead the Senate by controlling the majority of seats.” 


“By law, the presiding officer of the Ohio Senate, the Senate President, calls the Senate to order during the first week of January of each new General Assembly, which occurs every two years. From that time on, the Senate meets at the direction of the Senate President until all official business is concluded.   Typically, the Ohio Senate meets three days a week:  Tuesday at 1:30 p.m., Wednesday at 1:30 p.m., Thursday at 11 a.m.”  The public is always invited to observe these exciting sessions from the gallery.
