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Governor Officially Recognizes Ohio Surgical Technology Week


Governor Ted Strickland recently officially recognized Ohio Surgical Technology Week, September 16-22, 2007.  The surgical technologists are important members of the perioperative team and I applaud them for their many achievements.  But the recognition certificate that was issued by the Governor’s office alluded to surgical techs being known in the past as “scrub nurses.”  This terminology is inappropriate as the public is led to believe that the “scrub nurse” has been a surgical tech.  Nurses are licensed professionals who are regulated by the Ohio Board of Nursing.  Surgical technologists are not licensed professionals and are not regulated by the Ohio Board of Nursing.  Sometimes it’s very easy to confuse the public and this mistake in terminology by the Governor’s office has now contributed to this confusion.   If you would like to write a note to Governor Strickland about his oversight, you can contact him at:

Governor Ted Strickland

77 S. High Street, 30th floor

Columbus, OH  43215

In the meantime, I congratulate all surgical techs for the critical role they play as the “scrub person” in the OR.  The official recognition for the Ohio Surgical Technology Week can be found at  http://www.ohioast.org/proclamation.htm.

Moderate Sedation Ruling by the Ohio Board of Nursing


In July 2007, the Ohio Board of Nursing approved the Guidelines for the Administration of Medications, and Monitoring of Patients Receiving Intravenous Moderate Sedation for Medical/Surgical Procedures.  The full text for this ruling is found at http://www.nursing.ohio.gov/practice.htm under Interpretive Guidelines.

Sign up for the AORN Grassroots Campaign

AORN has proposed a challenge to chapters and state councils to join the AORN Grassroots campaign to receive critical information about legislation that can impact our practice.  Members can then assist with activities to help guide legislative initiatives.  You can quickly and easily join by going to the AORN web site page at http://www.aorn.org/PublicPolicy/Grassroots/GrassrootsSignUp/   Help AORN of Central Ohio increase our percentage of grassroots members!

