Legislative Corner

Kay Ball, RN, MSA, CNOR, FAAN
HB-522:  RN Circulator Legislation
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On Wednesday, March 15, Representative Jon Peterson gave sponsor testimony at the House Health Committee for House Bill 522, which requires the circulator to be a registered nurse for surgeries performed in hospitals and ambulatory surgery centers.  The bill also requires an RN Circulator in physicians’ offices when surgery is performed using general anesthesia.


On Wednesday, March 29th, Kay Ball and others will offer proponent testimony on this bill.  Kay will present a PowerPoint presentation that will show pictures of RN’s functioning in the Circulator role.  This will help the legislators understand the critical nature of this bill.  Using the “David Letterman” style, Kay has identified 5 main reasons to have an RN as Circulator:

#5 – Education and skills:  The RN Circulator will have had years of didactic and clinical education along with years of experience before being placed in a position of such responsibility.  The RN Circulator’s knowledge of anatomy, physiology, and pharmacology are vital to the success of any surgery, especially when a patient has a wide variety of problems.  

#4 – Clear Communication Skills:  The unique combination of professionalism, proficiency, and perception enables the RN Circulator to serve as the patient’s advocate – the patient’s voice.  Every patient deserves an RN Circulator during surgery to serve as the patients’ champion when patients can’t act for themselves.  Also clear communication skills are mandatory when interacting with the patient, the patient’s family, and the surgical team.  
#3 – Critical Thinking:  Accurate and keen assessment skills based on knowledge and observation are crucial traits of an RN Circulator.  These skills combined with the ability to anticipate the patient’s and surgical team’s needs are invaluable to success in the OR.  
#2 – Rapid Response:  The valuable combination of an RN’s formal education and perioperative training allow the RN Circulator to respond quickly and appropriately, especially in emergency situations.  In surgery a continual stream of data requires the RN Circulator to quickly interpret and respond to a variety of situations.  For example, being able to quickly calculate and administer medications to all ages within the pediatric population is mandatory.  

#1 – Patient Safety:  The RN Circulator vigilantly watches for any unforeseen or unintended event that might compromise the patient’s safety and well-being during a surgical procedure.  Every surgical patient deserves a registered nurse --- to act as the patient’s champion and in his or her best interests when they cannot act for themselves – when they are the most vulnerable.
Legislators need to hear our unified voices in support of HB-522.  Please contact your legislator to tell him or her to support this valuable legislation – NOW!!!
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