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Smoke Free Ohio Initiative
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Proponents of a Smoke Free Ohio are meeting with legislators to urge them NOT to take action on the referendum proposal that was submitted to the Ohio House of Representatives in January.  This referendum would make all public places and workplaces across the state smoke free.  If the legislature takes NO action, the issue will come before the voters, assuming the proponents are able to get another round of signatures that would allow the issue to be on the November General Election ballot.  Opponents are urging legislators to enact an alternative proposal that would carve out exceptions to the statewide ban for certain establishments, such as bowling alleys, bars, and restaurants.  The Ohio Nurses Association sent a letter to all members of the General Assembly noting that, “the Smoke Free Workplace Act places all businesses on a level playing field and assures people who wish to avoid exposure to secondhand smoke the opportunity to enjoy recreational activities or to go to work anywhere in the state without having to navigate through a sea of noxious smoke.”
Smoke Free states & countries:  California, Delaware, New York, Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Montana, South Dakota, Vermont, Ireland, New Zealand, Norway, Bhutan, Scotland, and parts of Canada and Australia.
