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Smoking Legislation on November Ballot in Ohio

In November, smoking issues will be placed on the ballot for your thoughtful consideration.  These issues are described below:

SmokeFree Ohio

The Ohio Secretary of State has just announced that SmokeFreeOhio has been certified for the November ballot and will be Issue 5!  SmokeFreeOhio needed 96,870 valid signatures, and was required to meet a certain threshold in 44 counties; SmokeFreeOhio had more than 114,517 valid signatures, and met the standard in 73 counties. 

Issue 5 is a proposed law based on conclusive research regarding the harmful effects of exposure to second-hand smoke from tobacco (causing increased illness and disease, including lung cancer, heart disease, and respiratory illnesses).  Because of these effects, smoking in the workplace and in public areas has become a statewide concern, therefore, it is in the best interests of the public to limit smoking in public places and work places.

Smoke Less Ohio

At the time of this printing, Smoke Less Ohio has not yet qualified to place their smoking issue on the Ohio ballot, as they need to make up a 49,000-signature shortfall.  They are also being challenged for fraud by 8 different county boards of elections, including Clark, Champaign and Cuyahoga.

 

If the proper number of valid signatures is acquired, then the Smoke Less Ohio issue will be on the Ohio ballot.  This issue would be a proposed amendment to the Ohio constitution, Article XV, Section 12.  It states that there should be no smoking in all public places, excluding restaurants, bars, and bowling alleys.  If passed, this amendment would supersede or render invalid any ordinance or local legislation involving the prohibition of smoking tobacco products.  Also this amendment would prevent such laws or ordinances from taking effect in the future.  For example, the village of Powell, Ohio, would be forced to allow smoking in restaurants, bars, and bowling alleys and would not be allowed to pass future ordinances that would prohibit smoking in these places.

