Legislative Corner

Kay Ball, RN, MSA, CNOR, FAAN
“RN-as-Circulator” Legislation


National AORN is now working very closely with AORN members from Ohio to launch the “RN-as-Circulator” legislation.  Those working actively on this project are Don Katz, Jan James,, Elouise Hardy, Betty Shultz, and Kay Ball.   Recently a lobbyist has been hired from Columbus, Ohio, to work with AORN to plan and organize the activities to get this legislation introduced and passed.  Representative Jon Peterson has agreed to sponsor a bill regarding this issue.  Preliminary meetings are being held to determine the next steps.  AORN members within Ohio will be notified when and how to help get this legislation passed when the time is appropriate.
There are 10 reasons that have been identified as to why there should be an RN in the circulator role (Sparkman, C., AORN Journal, Sept 2005, Vol 82, No. 3, p. 477)  Please read the article in the September AORN Journal for more information.

1.
Patient safety

2.
Informed monitoring

3.
The patient’s advocate

4.
Skillful clinical judgment

5.
Expert evaluation

6.
Critical thinking

7.
Accurate assessment

8.
Clear communication skills

9.
Time-tested knowledge

10.
Education grounded in practice

Stay tuned for how you can help and participate in this exciting legislation.  Our success will directly depend on your grassroots efforts.   Thanks in advance for your help!
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