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Kay Ball, Lewis Center; Patty Chapek, Cleveland; Delores Durbin, Kent; Nancy Fellows, Cleveland attend Nurses Day at the Statehouse on March 9th

“Brutal, challenging, emotional” are just some of the words legislators and lobbyists used to describe the environment at the Statehouse right now.  The nurses attending the Nurses Day at the Statehouse event (sponsored by ONA, the Chi Eta Phi Sorority Inc, The Columbus Chapter of the Black Nurses Association, and OhioHealth), not only understood but felt the message being sent at this meeting.  The critical issue right now is getting the budget (HB-66) for this 2-year General Assembly session completed in the House so it can be sent to the Senate side by April 14th.  
The final budget bill must be done by July 1st and it must be balanced according to the Ohio Constitution.  So that means either programs will be cut or taxes will be raised.  Legislators are more inclined to cut programs and spending than try to increase taxes.  Since 40% of the state budget is used to pay Medicaid expenses, many healthcare and community programs are on the chopping block.  As nurses we hate to see our patients have to go without certain healthcare benefits but yet the legislators turn the other way when proposals, such as increasing the cigarette tax by 75 cents to balance the budget, are suggested.
Other issues can be found nestled in the 2000 page budget bill document, such as the pilot study to create unlicensed medication technicians to administer medications in long term care facilities.  The nursing community is obviously against this proposal as it would create a patient safety problem in an already compromised patient population.  Since the pilot study will either remain in the budget bill or become a stand-alone bill, the Ohio Nurses Association is working very closely to ensure safety issues are addressed, such as requiring “delegation” verbiage be included instead of “supervisory” oversight, specific educational requirements be stated in the law, and prohibitions be listed (as to what type of drugs can be administered).  

Also suggested is the consolidation of the various boards (like the Board of Nursing) under an umbrella agency such as the Board of Health.  This action would save some money but would possibly raise the fees for nursing licenses and considerably delay actions taken by the board to address public safety issues.  Nurses would like to see certain Boards, like the Board of Nursing and the Board of Medicine, to continue to remain independent.

So follow up and get involved with what’s going on with Ohio’s Budget Bill.  It’s fascinating and will have a great effect on nurses!!
