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The 126th Starts with a Bang!!!
The 126th session of the Ohio General Assembly is now in full swing.  The Speaker of the House is Jon Husted (Republican from the Montgomery County area) while the President of the Senate is Bill Harris (Republican from the Delaware County area).  Speaker Jon Husted’s noted that the House would be focusing on Ohio economics and education this session.  And that’s just what’s happening.  Cuts to programs, proposals to combine Boards, and other recommendations are being discussed.  Proposals to help with the nursing shortage include tax incentives for nursing school faculty which should help encourage more nurses to enter the academic arena (since nursing faculty shortage is the root of the nursing shortage).

At this time, ONA is not going to push ahead for another bill for the elimination of mandatory overtime.  Instead they are going to reassess the environment to see if this continues to be an issue.

One major issue important to all nurses though is the proposal to initiate a pilot study to create the position of an unlicensed medical tech to administer medications in nursing homes and long term care facilities.  Since this appears to be moving forward with great speed, ONA has been adamant about being involved with developing the core curriculum and securing measures to ensure patient safety.

Other proposals involving healthcare in the House and Senate range from healthy lifestyle promotion of mandating physical education standards in schools, eliminating junk food vending machines in schools, and even allowing woman to breast feed in public without being harassed.

Most of the healthcare proposals will be studied and heard in the Health Committees within each chamber.  Here are the members of the House Health Committee:  Republicans:  John White (continues as the chair), Jim Raussen, vice chair (new to the committee), Courtney Combs, Diana Fessler, Jim Hoops, Merle Kearns (she has received the ONA Legislator of the Year Award in the past), Earl Martin, Jon Peterson (new to the committee), Linda Reidelbach, Michelle Schneider, Derrick Seaver (new to the committee and the youngest member in the House), Geoff Smith, Shawn Webster (new to the committee), John Widowfield (new to the committee, he sponsored our elimination of mandatory overtime bill last session).  Democrats:  Shirley Smith, ranking member, Catherine Barrett, Joyce Beatty (proposed that “May” be statewide Nurse Month), Edna Brown, Michael DeBose, Sandra Harwood, Lance Mason, Robert Otterman.

The Senate Health, Human Services & Aging members include:  Republicans: Lynn Wachtmann (chair), Randall Gardner (Vice Chair), Jeffrey Armbruster, Patricia Clancy (new to the committee), Kevin Coughlin, Jeff Jacobson, Jim Jordan, Larry Mumper (new to the committee).  Democrats:  Ray Miller, Eric Fingerhutt (new to the committee), Robert Hagen, Charlie Wilson (new to the committee) 
