Legislative Corner

Kay Ball, RN, MSA, CNOR, FAAN

Update on Legislative Issues
*The Ohio Nursing Summit met on January 11th at the Ohio Nurses Assn headquarters.  This group represents specialty nursing organizations, the Ohio Board of Nursing, and other healthcare organizations.  They meet to share information and offer collaborative activities that deal with issues important to the nursing community as a whole.  Some of the topics presented included:


-The Ohio Hospital Assn noted that there are 170 hospitals in Ohio.  The OHA is actively involved with addressing workforce issues.  The nursing shortage has almost stabilized for Ohio hospitals but there are increasing workforce shortages in radiology and respiratory therapy.


-A report from the Governor’s Workforce Policy Board (comprised of 50 members) stated that they are actively addressing the “no lift policy.”  They are pushing to get monies available for loans for healthcare facilities to purchase assistive lifting devices.


-Senator Teresa Fedor will introduce legislation again for the 126th General Assembly that would create a tax credit for nursing faculty to help address the nursing shortage issue (to increase nursing program admissions by providing more faculty).  There are 113 nursing schools in Ohio.

*Kay Ball was honored to be invited to attend the swearing in ceremonies of the Ohio House of Representatives on Monday, January 3rd.  The House Committee assignments are expected to be announced soon.  Representative Jon Husted (R-Montgomery County) is the new Speaker of the House.  Rep. Larry Flowers (R-Franklin Cty) is the Assistant Majority Floor Leader and Joyce Beatty (D-Franklin Cty) is the Assistant Minority Leader.  Senator Bill Harris (R-Delaware County+) is the new President of the Senate.  The Senate Health, Human Services & Aging Chair is Lynn Wachtmann (R-Napolean).  Sen Ray Miller (D-Columbus) is on this committee too from our area.

*If anyone is interested in becoming an ONA Legislative Liaison for a House member or Senator, then see Kay Ball.  There will be a training session for new liaisons on Tues, March 8th.
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Chi Eta Phi Sorority Inc., The Columbus Chapter of the National Black Nurses Association, OhioHealth and The Ohio Nurses Foundation 
present  
Nurses' Day at the Statehouse:
Becoming a More Effective Advocate in the Legislative Arena
YMCA, 65 S. 4th St., Columbus, OH 43215
OVERVIEW   
This conference is designed for the novice as well as for the nurse with experience in political advocacy.   Sessions include:     Who’s Who in the 126th General Assembly?   Getting nursing’s message to the right place at the right time,  Statehouse visits with mentors, and The “Politics” of Politics   
OBJECTIVES     
Upon completion of this conference, the learner will be able to: 
1.        Describe the issues facing legislators related to health care delivery and the practice of nursing. 
2.        Explain how to effectively get nursing’s message regarding these issues to the right people at the right time. 
3.        Discuss the every day workings of a committee hearing or legislative session. 
4.        Describe how to build key political relationships. 
5.        Discuss how compromise and negotiation tactics affect strategic planning with respect to legislative initiatives.     
CONTACT HOURS   6.6 contact hours will be awarded.   
The Ohio Nurses Foundation is accredited as a provider of continuing education in nursing by the American Nurses Credentialing Center’s Commission on Accreditation (OBN-001-91).   
SCHEDULE   
   8:00      Registration   
   9:00      Welcome and Introductions   
   9:15      Getting Started – The Process and the People (Who’s Who in the                                    126th General Assembly?)  Senator C. J. Prentiss has been invited   10:30     Break   
  10:45     What are the Issues? Lisa Rankin, Esq., Lobbyist, Vice President, NSC Consulting 
  12:00     Lunch and Keynote Speaker                         
                       "Extreme Makeover" Yvette McGee, President Center for Child & Family Advocacy 
   1:30      Breakout Sessions (Pick one session for the afternoon) 
                                          ·           Statehouse visits with mentors   
                                          ·           Building Key Relationships 
                                          ·           The “Politics” of Politics 
   2:30     Break 
   2:45     Breakout Sessions (continued) 
   3:30     Evaluations
   3:45     Concluded 
For registration information, please contact Sandy Dale at 614-448-1030 or sdale@ohnurses.org or Zandra Ohri at 614-448-1027 or zohri@ohnurses.org. Substitutions will be accepted. Refunds will be given with a 48 hours notice and minus a $25.00 administrative fee.   Registrations can be faxed to 614-237-6074. Seating is limited to 300.   Parking:  Please contact Sandy at 614-448-1030 for parking information.   Meet Your Legislator. If you wish to meet with your legislator(s) on your own, please call your legislator to schedule a meeting time.   To find out who your legislator is, phone number, etc., go to www.legislature.state.oh.us.
