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Why do we need a SmokeFreeOhio?  Secondhand smoke is more than just an annoyance.  It’s a serious health hazard that causes heart disease, lung disease, and cancer.  Secondhand smoke is especially dangerous to kids, the elderly, and people with health problems.  Everyone has the right to breathe clean indoor air that doesn’t risk their health and life.

When will SmokeFreeOhio be on the ballot?  SmokeFreeOhio is working to pass a statewide clean indoor air law through a process called an “initiated statute.”  The campaign will submit nearly 100,000 valid signatures of Ohio voters to the Secretary of State’s office on November 17, 2005 (the Great American Smokeout).  The Secretary of State will deliver the signatures and our comprehensive clean indoor air law to the Ohio General Assembly in January of 2006.  The legislature will have four months to act upon the proposal.  Should they change the proposal in any way, or choose not to act, the campaign will have 90 days to collect an additional 100,000 signatures to put this issue on the ballot in November 2006.

Who is leading SmokeFreeOhio?  The American Cancer Society, Ohio Division, is the lead organization for the SmokeFreeOhio campaign.  Their long-standing partners in tobacco control are partnering with them:  the American Lung Association, the American Heart Association, the Ohio Hospital Association, and the National Campaign for Tobacco-Free Kids.  In addition, the Association of Ohio Health Commissioners, the Ohio State Medical Association, and the Ohio Nurses Association have joined this effort.  Thousands of volunteers in Ohio are also supporting SmokeFreeOhio by collecting signatures from family, friends, and neighbors, and at festivals and other community events around the state.

What places would be smoke-free under the proposed law?  SmokeFreeOhio is advocating for a 100% clean indoor air standard for the state of Ohio.  The proposal includes all public places and workplaces in the state.  SmokeFreeOhio’s statewide law will not weaken any clean indoor air ordinances that have been adopted at the local level in Ohio communities.  It does not prevent people from smoking outside and in private clubs, homes, or cars.
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