Legislative Corner

Kay Ball, RN, MSA, CNOR, FAAN

RN-as-Circulator Legislation

AORN is dedicated to securing legislation, state by state, that would include statutory language that would ensure the presence of an RN in the circulating role for every surgical procedure.  In the spring of 2005, AORN pursued legislation on this issue in 5 states: Georgia, New York, Oregon, Texas, and Virginia.  Currently RN-as-Circulator legislation has passed in Oregon and Texas.
AORN has reviewed which states should be considered next to launch RN-as-Circulator legislation and OHIO was one of the 10 chosen.  The state coordinators for this initiative in Ohio are Don Katz RN, CNOR, and Elouise Hardy, RN.  Currently ONA has no RN-as-Circulator statutory or regulatory language at all.  Kay Ball is working with the Ohio Nurses Association (Health Policy Council) to get their support with this initiative too.  The coordinators are identifying key legislators who understand nursing and can support this legislation drafted by AORN.
There are 10 reasons that have been identified as to why there should be an RN in the circulator role (Sparkman, C., AORN Journal, Sept 2005, Vol 82, No. 3, p. 477)

1.
Patient safety

2.
Informed monitoring

3.
The patient’s advocate

4.
Skillful clinical judgment

5.
Expert evaluation

6.
Critical thinking

7.
Accurate assessment

8.
Clear communication skills

9.
Time-tested knowledge

10.
Education grounded in practice


Please read the article in the September AORN Journal and be prepared to help support this initiative within Ohio.  I’ll keep you posted in future “Legislative Corners.”
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