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Let Your Voice Be Heard!!!
The next session of the national and state legislations will be convening in January with some new faces, some recognized faces, and some very seasoned faces.  We have many nursing and healthcare issues that will be reopened for debate and discussion both nationally and within Ohio that include the elimination of mandatory overtime for nurses, tax incentives for nursing faculty, reimbursement for RNFA’s, and (within Ohio) the opposition of the creation of med techs for long term care facilities.

We need your attention to voice your support or opposition to new bills that will surface in the new year.  Whether you make phone calls, send e-mails, or write letters, the professional approach always wins the representatives’ and senators’ attention.

Below is an example of the format for a letter or e-mail that can be used to support your opinion:

_____________________________________________________________________
Date

The Honorable Patrick Tiberi
U.S. House of Representatives

Washington DC 20515

Dear Representative Tiberi,

Opening Paragraph

*State the reason for your letter

*Use the bill number or name, if available

*Identify yourself and your credentials

Body of the Letter 

*Simply explain the issue in layman’s terms

*Give examples of how the bill affects patients or others
*State your own experiences

*State your position on the bill

*Be polite and professional

*Thank the legislator for his or her attention to the issue

*Offer to be a resource person if the legislator has any questions or needs further information

Sincerely,

*Your signature with credentials

*Type your name and address

