Legislative Corner

Kay Ball, RN, MSA, CNOR, FAAN

Vote in November:  It’s Your Right
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Did you know that women weren’t allowed to vote until August 1920?  And did you know that many of the female suffragists who fought for the passage of the 19th Amendment were women who were ignored, beaten, and even imprisoned?


At the American Nurses Association convention last May, I attended a lecture by Eleanor Cliff who wrote a book about women’s suffrage and the 19th Amendment.  She recounted the struggles of passionate women since the 1800’s to gain the right to vote.  The ANA then showed us an HBO movie called Iron Jawed Angels that portrayed the challenges, defeats, and injustices that these women had to endure before the 19th Amendment was finally ratified.


Susan B. Anthony in the 1800’s was one of the first advocates of women’s suffrage.  She wasn’t successful in her amazing and tireless efforts but her passion was passed on to the women of the next generation.  One group of conservative activists, led by Carrie Chapman Catt, represented an older group of volunteers who were trying to gain the women’s vote through more docile means.  But two defiant women, Alice Paul and Lucy Burns became impatient with the slowness of the political process and the male legislators who weren’t listening to their pleas.  They broke from the mainstream women’s rights movements and created a more radical wing.  They dared to push the boundaries of political protest to secure women’s voting rights.  These two groups, through their diverse approaches, demanded to be heard and were relentless in their efforts.  


Some of the women were thrown into jail for picketing the White House which later lead to a hunger strike that made headline news.  These women were force-fed by the prison guards, hence, their nickname of “The Iron Jawed Angels.”  It was their will that was made of iron, and their courage that inspired a nation to finally make a change that impacted our nation forever.  Finally the female voice was heard and was counted.


When you vote, you are memorializing and honoring our historical sisters who made the sacrifice and dared to challenge the male leaders of yesterday.  Horray for these ladies!  We are inspired by their tenacity, appalled by their treatment, but very grateful for their success.

